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Welcome

to the first quarterly edition of our new church newsletter!

From the Deacon’s Desk…

to grow our parish and
to help others have a
Although we know that this is not the first time St. Mary’s deeper understanding
has produced a newsletter, it has been over 10 years since of Christ’s love.
we have been able to offer one to the parish and commu- Due to the pandemic,
nity. I am very excited to be part of this resurrected initia- we have been doing
tive.
everything we can to
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ioners informed as we
For the past 2 years, as Deacon in Residence, I have really navigated some difficult
Fall 2022 Newsletter
enjoyed our time together and continue to be enriched by times. The feedback
Article Deadline: 9/14/2022
your Spirit. Although the circumstances of this world
provided about the
caused us to separate from each other for a time…the
bulletin has been very
Submit Articles to Ellen Green
stmaryspocomokeoffice@gmail.com
power of God in our lives will never fade. Your loving
positive and many say
heart allows the Holy Spirit to work within each of us to
that it makes the service
create the beautiful spirit that is St. Mary the Virgin. I have easier to follow.
appreciated the support and prayers as we work together
Although we are producing a newsletter, St. Mary’s is committed to and will continue to produce an all-inclusive
My hope is that you will find the information in our quarterly editions uplifting, inspiring, and informative. If you
wish to write an article, share some good news, send in
some photos of a faith experience or event, share about
St. Mary’s history, or even send a funny comic….go for it!!
All submissions are welcome. Feel free to send topics to
our parish secretary for inclusion in the next release:

Page | 1 of 15

Summer, 2022

bulletin each Sunday with
readings, hymns, and
announcements. We will
continue to post bulletins
on our website and
Facebook for our virtual
viewers and friends and will
provide a physical copy for
those who come in person.
Please know we always
support the use of the
Book of Common Prayer
(BCP) as a foundational
part of our faith. In your
daily life and in prayer, the
BCP should always be used as a guide. However, as our
services are becoming more unique and as we try some
new ways of worshipping (like including occasional
music not found in our hymnals), we will continue to
produce the bulletin each week.

connected to St. Mary’s no
matter where they are in
the world.
For those who are feeling
comfortable with the inperson setting, thank you
for your continued commitment to service. Especially
our Altar Guild, LEMS,
LEVS, Lectors, Ushers, and
AV teams for all your
service.

Finally, I remain in awe as
St. Mary’s continues to
share in its strong community ministries. Our Baby
Bottle ministry project is back and raising money for
Grace Pregnancy Center. The ATTIC, with our very
committed volunteers, remains open and serving those
in our community once again. We had our Spring UTO
(United Thank Offering) campaign that raised over
Did you know that St. Mary’s was one of the first
$400! We continue to donate food to “underserved”
churches to be online to share our spirit with others?
community members at our local schools and homeless
It’s true - although as Christians our preference is for us
shelters. All of these wonderful ministries help us to
all to be in fellowship and in communion in church, we
stay connected to those in our community as well as
realize that this cannot always happen. So, when our
help others feel the love St. Mary’s has for our
world changed in 2020, so did St. Mary’s. Because the
neighbors. Stay tuned for St. Martha’s Guild
care and safety for our parishioners is number one, we
fundraisers and events.
created an online forum for worship and will continue
The power of the Holy Spirit at St. Mary’s is alive and
to offer this as an option. Our AV team continues to
work hard to keep us online! Rest assured that we will strong – it is even stronger when we are together in
continue to offer live-streamed services on Facebook in love and in fellowship. I want to encourage each of you
to continue to attend service regularly and to share in
addition to posting a recording of our service on
and be in Communion with each other to enrich our
YouTube each week. We may even look at new
Christian lives. Perhaps even consider changing the life
technologies by offering a more interactive environof another by bringing your friends and family to
ment for those who worship with us.
worship and showing them how to have a deeper relaWe also remain committed to updating our parish webtionship with Christ. Everyone is welcome at St. Mary’s!
site regularly. We are doing some restructuring of the
site over the summer. Although you can find a good bit Stay tuned for the next edition of the quarterly newsletter for news about new service offerings, continued
of information out there, we will add an upcoming
music ministry expansions, more community ministries,
events section, explore the addition of online
and fun events. Wishing you all a very restful and
donations, review the use of Amazon Smile to create
relaxing summer.
donation streams for the parish as well as create a
more mobile-friendly site. This will help others remain
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In Peace, Rev. Steph
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Inspiration Page

Read your Bible
...and then learn about all the
things God has in store for
you and all the places He
wants you to go.
All for the love of
Christ.

Are you facing an impossible situation today?
Maybe it’s in your marriage or your family or your finances or your physical health. Whatever
your impossibility may be, take it and introduce it to the God who specializes in impossible
situations. As Jesus said in Mark 10:27, “With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all
things are possible with God.”
So remember, instead of looking at the
impossible in front of you, trust that God is
good – He cares for you and has a wonderful
plan in your difficult situation. Keep reading
God’s Word and be obedient to what He tells
you to do. And when you step out in faith,
believe that He will provide exactly what you
need in that moment.
Mark 10:27

It IS possible to have strong faith in tough
times!

So let your “impossible” meet God ... and
watch what He will do in response!
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Fun and Games
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Parish Archives
The ATTIC—Home of the First Jewish Congregation in Pocomoke City
The ATTIC, the Thrift Store operated under St. Mary’s the
Virgin Episcopal Church serving the community, has great
historical significance to Jewish heritage here on the
Eastern Shore. The ATTIC resides in the former home of
the Congregation of Israel. According to The Baltimore
Jewish Times1, the building on Third Street was the first
permanent synagogue structure on the Eastern Shore,
dedicated on December 12, 1948. Services ceased in
January 2009.

In this feature, you will learn about the legacy of this
special congregation in a reprint of the article by Barry
Spinak whose family was a long time member of Congregation of Israel.

adhered to kashruth, but they had no rabbi or chazzan
(cantor) to lead services and had to travel to Baltimore and
Philadelphia to obtain kosher meats.
The congregation’s first spiritual leader was Faivel Heilig, a
chazzan and schochet (ritual slaughterer) who lived in
Uzventis, Lithuania before coming to the U.S. around 1900.
In 1901, his niece, Rebecca Finkelstein, who had been living
in Pocomoke City since about 1887, convinced him to move
there to become the spiritual leader of the growing Jewish
population.

Above & Below Photos: Dedication Ceremonies – Dec. 12, 1948

Congregation of Israel graciously donated their property
into the hands of St. Mary the Virgin Episcopal Church.
1

Brown, E. (2015, July 11). The Changing Face of Eastern
Shore Jewry. Baltimore Jewish Times. https://
www.jewishtimes.com/the-changing-face-of-eastern-shore
-jewry

Congregation of Israel in Pocomoke City, Maryland
by Barry Spinak, January 11, 2015
Jews, most of them immigrants from
Lithuania, began settling in Pocomoke City
and other nearby parts of the lower
Delmarva Peninsula in the 1870s and early
1880s as merchants and peddlers. These
early Jewish settlers were observant and
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The Orthodox congregation met for many years in worshippers’ homes, lodge halls, a fire station and above stores. On
Dec. 12, 1948, the Congregation of Israel dedicated its
2,000-square-foot new synagogue on Third Street. It was
the first permanent synagogue structure on the Delmarva
Peninsula. Many of its congregants came from nearby
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Parish Archives, Continued
towns such as Snow Hill, Princess Anne, Berlin and Crisfield,
as well as Virginia’s Eastern Shore. The congregation was
now Conservative, but expressed much of its Orthodox
heritage. An estimated 80 worshippers attended weekly
and High Holiday services there in the late 1940s and
1950s. Until the mid-1950s, the congregation had a fulltime rabbi.

In January 2009, one of the two men sustaining the
synagogue’s operation moved to Washington State to be
nearer to his grandchildren. His roles of financial manager,
rabbi coordinator, repairman, gabbai and shofar-blower
were more than could be assumed by the one remaining.
With great reluctance, the two decided to cease operation
of the synagogue.

However, as Jewish children grew up and left town, and the
older Jews died, the congregation’s numbers began to
decline and a rabbi became an unaffordable luxury.
Congregation of Israel then stopped holding weekly
Shabbat services, but the congregation arranged with the
rabbi from Salisbury to come to Pocomoke City on
Wednesday evenings to conduct a weekly prayer service,
religious school class and study session. For the High
Holidays, the congregation hired rabbis from various
yeshivot and seminaries to conduct services.

Kaddish…

***

More Reading:
Dedication of The Congregation of Israel’s Memorial
Plaques:
In Honor of Pocomoke City’s Jewish History by Kahn,
Veronica W., Delmarva Now., July 11, 2015.
Link: https://www.delmarvanow.com/story/
Eventually the declining Pocomoke Jewish population could
opinion/2015/07/11/view-poocmokeno longer support the Wednesday services but, with the
synogauge/30029583/
leadership of a couple members (one of them the husband
The Congregation of Israel Website:
of a granddaughter of Faivel Heilig), the High Holiday
services continued. After the deaths of those two men in
In Loving Memory of Congregation of Israel Pocomoke
1996-1997, a son of each assumed their roles of maintainCity, Maryland.
ing the synagogue and arranging for rabbis to lead the
Link: https://ourlittleshul.x10host.com/Synfiles/
services for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
synhome.html
In 1998, significant renovations made the building a more
comfortable place for those attending those services. Some
Jewish families returning to their ancestral hometown for
those services, bolstered by a few other families who later
moved to the region, joined with the few remaining Jewish
residents to form a core group that sustained the yearly
gatherings.
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A Pocomoke City Treasure: The ATTIC
Now, about The ATTIC!
In the previous article, you learned
about the historical significance of the
St. Mary’s structure at 7 Third Street.
Now, let’s learn about The ATTIC!
The ATTIC, a thrift shop sponsored by St.
Mary’s the Virgin Episcopal Church,
opened it’s doors on July 13, 2019, with
a Grand Opening on July 24, 2019. The
ATTIC’s mission is to reach out to local
citizens who can use a helping hand.
Fueled 100% by volunteers, The ATTIC
offers gently used clothing and household treasures. Proceeds go to a variety
of local causes in the Pocomoke City
area.

Our volunteers work tirelessly to
achieve our mission to help folks that
need it most. All are invited to consider
joining in this effort either by working
the store and/or by making donations.

“The ATTIC’s
mission is to
reach out to local
citizens who can
use a helping
hand.”

The ATTIC is a Pocomoke Community
effort. Please join us!
To learn more about The ATTIC, please
contact Rebecca Mason.
Right: St. Mary’s Bernadette Palaski
modeling a beautiful hat that recently
arrived at The ATTIC. It can be yours!

Left: The ATTIC at 7 Third
Street, Pocomoke City, MD

Follow The ATTIC on Facebook!
https://m.facebook.com/The-Attic-gently-usedclothing-and-treasures-565577450516371

The ATTIC
7 Third Street
Pocomoke City, MD 21851
410-957-1518 (Church Office)
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A Word of Thanks
From Holly Romano
As you all know, our
former secretary, Holly,
resigned to take a
position across the
street at the Pocomoke
Library. Rev. Steph sent
a dish garden on behalf
of the congregation, and below is Holly's
response to the Church:
“What a beautiful surprise! Thank you Rev.
Steph (and congregation) for this gorgeous
plant (the photo does not do it justice). I was
honored to work for St. Mary's and grateful for
all you taught me, Rev. Steph. Thank you very
much.”

From Ellen Green
Dear Vestry of St. Mary’s, Rev. Stephanie, and
the Congregation of St. Mary’s:
The incredible warm reception you have
provided me here at St. Mary’s has been an
joyful event in my life. Your kindness makes
me feel that I’ve returned home to family and
friends and that is a great feeling. I am so very
grateful!
Thank you for the recognition and gifts
received during my installment in service on
May 15. I will never forget this special event.
I am here to assist you. Please feel free to
contact me for administrative support with
your ministry or have any questions about the
bulletin, newsletter,
or other items. I
look forward to
working with you!
Yours in His service,
Ellen Green
Parish Secretary
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St. Mary’s Recipe Card
Did You Know?
13 years ago, in 2008, St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church published a cookbook! Below is a
beloved recipe from Eloise Raine.
Easy Peach Cobbler
Would you like to contribute a recipe to next
quarter’s newsletter? Think Autumn and share
with us your favorite comfort dish for cool
weather or holiday!



Eloise Raine’s Easy Peach Cobbler
(St. Mary’s Episcopal Church Cookbook, 2008)

½ c. butter
1 c. self-rising flour
2 c. sugar, divided
1 c. milk
4 c. sliced fresh peaches

Melt butter in 13x9x2 inch pan.
Combine flour, 1 c. sugar, and milk. Mix well.
Pour over melted butter; DO NOT STIR.
Combine peaches and remaining
1 c. sugar in saucepan. Bring to a boil.
Pour over batter; DO NOT STIR.
Bake at 375° for 30 minutes or until browned.
Serves 8.
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The Quarterly Calendar
The calendar below is subject to change. Please see the website for most recent dates.

July 19 6:30 pm

Vestry Meeting

July 22 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm

St. Mary’s Christmas in July Bake and Craft Sale
4th Friday, Pocomoke City, Maryland

July 23 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The ATTIC is Open

July 24 10:00 am

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost: Morning Prayer

July 30 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The ATTIC is Open

July 31 10:00 am

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Liturgy of the Word w/Pre-Consecrated Eucharist

Aug 6

9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The ATTIC is Open

Aug 7

10:00 am

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost: Liturgy of the Word
w/Pre-Consecrated Eucharist

Aug 13 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The ATTIC is Open

Aug 14 10:00 am

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost: Liturgy of the Word
w/Pre-Consecrated Eucharist

Aug 20 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The ATTIC is Open

Aug 21 10:00 am

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost: Morning Prayer

Aug 27 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The ATTIC is Open

Aug 28 10:00 am

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost: Morning Prayer

Sep 3

9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The ATTIC is Open

Sep 4

10:00 am

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Morning Prayer

Sep 10 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The ATTIC is Open

Sep 11 10:00 am

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Liturgy of the Word w/Pre-Consecrated Eucharist

Sep 17 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The ATTIC is Open

Sep 18 10:00 am

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Liturgy of the Word w/Pre-Consecrated Eucharist

Sep 24 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The ATTIC is Open

Sep 25 10:00 am

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Morning Prayer

More Events
The Episcopal Diocese of Easton Events
https://dioceseofeaston.org/communications/diocesan-calendar-events/

Celebrate!
Below are Birthdays and Anniversaries for
this quarter.

Spread the Love! Send a Card!
JULY
Birthdays
Eric James Flint ................................... 1
Eloise Raine ......................................... 2
Mary Kay Corbin ................................. 3
Kathi DeSouter ................................... 9
Amy Mason ....................................... 12
Robert Pakulski ................................. 19
Jane Skweres..................................... 21
Jackie Gordon ................................... 22
Jamie Skweres................................... 25
Mike Davis......................................... 25
Anniversaries
Bob & Marilyn Diehle .......................... 2
AUGUST
Birthdays
Daniel Christopher ............................. 1
Monica Christopher ............................ 4
Rebecca Mason................................. 19
Lachlan Blair ...................................... 22
Bill Kerbin .......................................... 24
Anniversaries
Bob & Kathi DeSouter ......................... 1
Thomas Moskios & Lynn Wiljanen .... 12
Mark & Nancy Hanlon ....................... 14
Jeremy & Rebecca Mason ................. 25
SEPTEMBER
Birthdays
John Hickman...................................... 1
Stephanie Clayville .............................. 4
Scott Richardson ................................. 6
Jeremy Mason................................... 13
Laila Macaione .................................. 17
Grace Skweres .................................. 27

City of Pocomoke Events
https://www.cityofpocomoke.com/event

Page | 10 of 15

Summer, 2022

Ministry Updates
Senior Warden’s Watch
by Kathi DeSouter

Wow! How great is it to see the newsletter again?! I’m so excited
to be able to share with you what’s happening with the Vestry and
around St. Mary’s.

Vestry

The FIRST thing I’m really excited about is our new parish secretary – Ellen Green! She is awesome, and I believe God dropped
her right in our laps after our last secretary decided to change
jobs. She’s a great fit for St. Mary’s, we couldn’t be happier, And
Ellen says she is happy, too!
I’m also super excited about are all the renovations we’ve been making around
our “campus!” Since the fall, we’ve had the entire first floor of the parish hall
repainted a soothing grey duo. We also had the floors cleaned and waxed.
Together with Little Hearts child care, we purchased a new playset for the
playground. The area between the rectory and our side neighbor on Market
Street was cleared of brush and such, really cleaning it up. I got to “try out”
Mark Hanlon’s new bushhog, although it seemed a little like Huckleberry Finn
“trying out” Tom Sawyer’s paint brush! The graveyard fence has been scraped
and re-painted a shiny black that “sparkles” when the sun shines on it. An end
cap on the steeple’s cross came loose and blew off, so it needed to be replaced
– with great fanfare and a very tall lift crane.
Speaking of “graveyard” – do you know the difference between a graveyard
and a cemetery? A graveyard is a burial ground which is part of a churchyard’s
boundaries, while a cemetery (from Greek “resting place”) is a larger burial
ground that is generally not associated with a church or specific religion.
Cemeteries came about when churchyards had no more burial space and
new places were needed to bury the dead.
Your Vestry meets on the third Tuesday every month. Our agenda items
range from reviewing the Treasurer’s report, changes in the service,
upcoming events, maintenance, and other general business of the church.
These meetings are open to all parishioners. Stay tuned for some BIG news
coming soon!!
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Ministry Updates, Continued
Updates from the Altar Guild
During the first half of 2022, the Altar Guild has installed a few items
that will now be part of St. Mary's for years to come.
Stations of the Cross: During Lent, Rev. Steph mentioned that we
did not have Stations of the Cross for our church. With that, our
own Barbara Randall got right to work and made us beautiful stations of the Cross for our Lenten Season. These were used for a
special Stations of the Cross reflection service
and were officially installed by Rev. Steph during Lent. We look forward to using them each
Lenten Season.

Altar Guild

Paschal Candle: In the Spring, Rev. Steph and
the Altar Guild selected a new paschal candle. The one that we previously had was donated to us by another priest and we now we
have one of our own.
Bible Cover: A beautiful new Bible Cover was
purchased which replaced our tattered Liturgical Bible.
Rev. Steph officially installed those items in the Spring, and they are now part of St.
Mary the Virgin's history and parish.

Altar Flowers
Are you interested in honoring or memorializing a special person? Sponsoring altar flowers is a beautiful way to do this! Your special recognition
will also be printed inside the Sunday bulletin.
If you are interested in sponsoring altar flowers in honor or memory of a
special person, please sign up on the chart in the back of the church.
Please contact Eloise Raine or a member of the Altar Guild for more information.

The Gift of Your Time & Talents
Are you interested in becoming a Lector, Audiovisual Server, Usher, Lay
Eucharistic Minister, or a Lay Eucharistic Visitor? If so, please contact
Kathi DeSouter or Rev. Steph. We will be happy to let you know what is
needed and provide you with information on courses and a timeframe to
get you trained. Thank you!
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Ministry Updates, Continued
Have you noticed we are trying new hymns lately?

Music

If you don't know our new hymns, that is ok! We include all the lyrics with the notes
inside each bulletin. We will repeat some of them from time-to-time. We know you
all will begin to learn them.
If you haven't noticed, Cathy Huey is also changing things up a bit by playing most of
the music on our beautiful grand piano and the service hymns on the organ. She is
such an amazing gift to us; be sure to let Cathy know how much she is appreciated!
If you have a favorite hymn you would like to hear, please email Cathy or tell her at
service and we will see what we can do to add it to a service or two.
We also invite you to sing louder. One of the things Episcopalians love to do is to
sing. We don't care if you think you have a terrible voice; God can't hear you when
you are whispering :)
More news to come soon on other music ministry expansions.

St. Martha’s Guild will be holding the Christmas in July Christmas Craft
and Bake Sale at Pocomoke City’s 4th Friday on July 22. You are invited to participate! In addition to workers, donations needed include:
Baked Goods & New Christmas Crafts
Please contact Barbara Randall for additional information.
About 4th Friday
Pocomoke City’s 4th Friday is sponsored by
The Christmas Sweet Dessert Shop

St. Martha’s Guild

Pocomoke City 4th Friday
July 22, 2022

Contribute Your Story!
There’s plenty of space in the newsletter for your:
ministry update
article
photos of a faith experience or event
St. Mary’s historical event
etc.!
Submit newsletter items by 9/14/22 to Ellen Green at stmaryspocomokeoffice@gmail.com
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Giving to Those In Need
Donations of food items may be placed inside the blue container behind the
right door inside the church office. Please place your donation in a shopping
bag and mark it with the name of the campaign in blue below.
Thank you!
Details

Date Collected

The Samaritan Shelter

2nd Sunday

The Samaritan Shelter is a growing supportive organization located in and supporting
Pocomoke City, Maryland. Current needs are:
•
•

Toilet Paper
Paper Towels

•
•

Cotton Swabs (small packages to give away to individuals)
Hand Nail and Toenail Clippers

Pocomoke Middle School Food Bank

3rd Sunday

Below are Food Pantry items the children of Pocomoke Middle School really enjoy
and are quick meals & snacks for them to eat:
•
•
•

cup of noodles
easy mac-n-cheese cups
breakfast bars

•
•
•

pop tarts
fruit cups
crackers

•
•
•

Sllim Jims
fruit snacks
water

Food-Fragile Children of Pocomoke Elementary School

4th Sunday

Foods needed are individually packed items the children can eat without having to
use a can opener or stove (microwaveable food is acceptable).
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
In months with five Sundays, our loose plate offerings fund the Deacon’s
Discretionary Fund. These monies are used for those in need in the community or
outreach programs to forward the ministry of our Deacon in Residence. If you
want to write a check, please write “Discretionary Fund” in the memo block.

July 31
October 30

To date, money has been used towards food and supplies for the Samaritan Shelter and school
supplies for Pocomoke High School. If you want to write a check, please put “Discretionary Fund”
in the memo block.
If you have any questions, please call the church office.

2022 Baby Bottle Fundraising Campaign
“Fill a bottle, Change a life!”

Through
July 31

Grace Center is a safe haven dedicated to improving the maternal health and well-being of
women in the community. Funds are currently being collected.
Empty bottles for your coins and funds are available in the church foyer. Bottles containing
donations will be collected on Sunday, July 31.
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Photo Wall

Steeple
Repairs

New Playset

Rev. Steph and Danny
Solidarity with Ukraine

The Gang Having Fun!

Pentecost Filled with the Holy Spirit

Rev Steph and The Archbishop of Canterbury
Justin Welby met at VTS
Rev Steph and Michael

Reception of New Vestry

Reception of Michael Tomb

Rev Steph and Lynn Wiljanen's
IONA Seminary Class of 2024

Rev. Steph and the Vice Principal at
Pocomoke High School—Snacks for Students
Christmas 2021

Easter and
Welcome Bag Ladies
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St. Mary the Virgin Episcopal Church
18 Third Street,
PO Box 383
Pocomoke City, MD 21851
410-957-1518
www.stmaryspocomoke.org
stmaryspocomokeoffice@gmail.com
St. Mary the Virgin Episcopal Church Vestry
The Reverend Stephanie Clayville, Deacon in Residence
Kathi DeSouter, Sr. Warden
Tom Moskios, Jr. Warden
Rebecca Mason, Secretary
Bob DeSouter
Mark Hanlon
Beth Richmond
St. Mary the Virgin Episcopal Church Staff
The Reverend Stephanie Clayville, Deacon in Residence
Cathy Huey, Musical Director
Ellen Green, Parish Secretary
Jane Skweres, Bookkeeper
Debbie Jo Denson, Treasurer
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